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Beyond identification: Mangas About the Passivity of 'Shota'

PERNG Shinwen

Abstract:

The term "shota" refers to a 'cute-looking boy character' in anime and manga. Previous studies have highlighted
the role of 'escaping hegemonic masculinity' in the acceptance of shota characters. However, it is also suggested
that the acceptance of shota may occur without necessarily involving the ‘escape from hegemonic masculinity'.
This paper investigates the intricate and dynamic relationships between the audience, shota, and the concept of
‘hegemonic masculinity’ through an analysis of shota-themed commercial manga and psychoanalytic theory.
Additionally, it delves into the role of ‘identification’ in the reception of shota. Based on this analysis, ‘active
identification’ is defined as the process of identification that enables an ‘escape from hegemonic masculinity’,
while ‘passive identification’ refers to the process that facilitates the acceptance of shota through the ‘body’,
which embodies a more profound passivity. The paper concludes that ‘passive identification” based on the ‘body’
constitutes a key mechanism for the acceptance of shota, independent of the framework of ‘escaping hegemonic

masculinity’.

Keywords: Shota, identification, manga studies, psychoanalysis, passivity
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